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Preface
The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change (MoEF & CC) had received numerous complaints regarding the welfare and
the condition of housing of two elephants – a bull named Ramabhadran and a cow named Lakshmi,
both under the ownership of the Thiruvambady Devaswom, Thrissur, Kerala India.
The complaint received by AWBI from a prominent animal welfare activist on January 1st, 2016 was
accompanied by photographic evidence of the physical status of the elephant Ramabhadran. This
prompted immediate action by the Board, who vide email of January 4th 2016, authorized Shri. M N
Jayachandran – President SPCA, Idukki, Kerala, and Co-opted Member AWBI, Dr. Sasindradev – Rtd.
Forest Veterinarian and Shri Subrahmanian Santakumar, Honorary Animal Welfare Officer (HAWO),
Trustee, Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre to inspect Ramabhadran and Lakshmi. The
inspection of Lakshmi was a follow up inspection pursuant to an earlier inspection conducted in June
2015 following an incident with her then mahout which had left her injured and possibly blind in the
left eye. The inspection originally scheduled for the 8th of January 2016 had to be rescheduled owing
to Dr. Sasindradev having to pull out on grounds of personal reasons.
The Board then reissued an authorization letter on the 7th of January 2016, authorizing Dr. Rakesh
Chittora Sr. Veterinary Trainer, Animal Rahat, Maharashtra as a part of the inspection team. The
inspection was conducted on 13th of January 2016.
While temple elephants have a long standing history in Kerala, this team is of the opinion that, given
the demand, stress, lack of adequate rest, care, housing and proper feeding, the time has come to
relook at the practice of keeping elephants in captivity and slowly phase it out.
It is shocking to see the conditions in which the elephants are housed, the kind of care which is given,
most of which are in violation of the Wildlife (Protection) Act (WPA) 1972, the Kerala Captive
Elephants (Management and Maintenance) Rules 2003 & 2012 and the Project Elephant ‘Guidelines
for Care and Management of Captive Elephants’, 2008. What is even more appalling is the distinct
lack of will on the part of the State Government and the machinery to enforce the law and ensure the
welfare of the elephants.
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Recommendations
This team comprising of Dr. Rakesh Chittora, Sr. Veterinary Trainer, Animal Rahat, MN Jayachandran
President, Idukki SPCA, Kerala & Subrahmanian Santakumar, HAWO (AWBI) conducted a detailed
inspection of the said two elephants and offer the following recommendations. This team also
observed the other elephants under the care of the Thiruvambady Devaswom Board and is making a
few additional recommendations as well with regard to these elephants and captive elephants of
Kerala in general.

Elephant Thiruvambady Ramabhadran
It has been observed that Elephant Ramabhadran is in severe pain and has a paralysed trunk which is
no longer responding to treatment. The condition is such that he cannot lift or move his trunk,
therefore is unable to feed himself or even drink water by himself. Furthermore it has also been
observed that he isn’t flapping his ears, which is a very key action for thermoregulation and such a
condition manifests only in the sickest of animals. His body is emaciated and has multiple gangrenous
wounds all over his body, not to mention deep ulcerations under his feet owing to foot rot.
Based on the observations and health examination done by the registered veterinarian in the
inspection team, Dr Rakesh Chittora, and having understood and agreed, the inspection team
collectively recommends that that AWBI must request the Chief Wildlife Warden of Kerala to
immediately constitute a panel of experts as per the Guidelines on ‘Euthanasia in Elephants’ issued
by MOEF & CC, and proceed with getting a final expert opinion regarding euthanizing Ramabhadran
immediately so as relieve him from the tremendous suffering that he is going through, as per the
procedures elaborately described in the guidelines. The MoEF & CC guidelines on euthanasia of
elephants are enclosed as Annexure 4.The guidelines state that euthanasia of elephants may be
carried out only in specific circumstances when the elephant is in such agony or pain that it is cruel
to keep it alive. In the case of Ramabhadran, he has a Body condition Index score of 5 indicating that
he is very thin (as per the Asian Elephant Body Condition Score Index, 11+ being very good condition,
and 0- 5 being emaciated condition), is severely anaemic, cannot feed or drink by himself and will
always be dependent on caretakers for the same; which will cause further deterioration of his
condition. Therefore it is in his best interests that he be euthanized.

Elephant Thiruvambady Lakshmi
It was observed that Elephant Lakshmi does not have any vision in her left eye due to cataract. The
cornea is completely opaque with scarring in the sclera. She is also displaying severe stereotypic
behaviour because of being tethered to the same place for the whole day (except for 2 hours when
she gets to walk) The inspection team strongly recommends that the AWBI request the Chief Wildlife
Warden to move Lakshmi immediately to a forest run elephant sanctuary where she will be able to
get the exercise she needs, bathe in the river and get proper veterinary care.
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Other Elephants
It was noticed that Elephant Unnikrishnan has a severe wound on his right forelimb and other
wounds/ulcers on his flanks, right anterior elbow, of which the latter had been covered with a black
substance. This team recommends that the Unnikrishnan be moved either to the forest sanctuary or
the Kerala Forest Department appoint a veterinarian for immediate and constant care of this wound
which has the potential to become gangrenous.
The other elephants had wounds caused by chains and miscellaneous minor wounds which need
immediate care to prevent it from getting worse.

General Observation &Recommendation
This team having observed multiple violations of the Law, Rules and Guidelines also recommends that
the AWBI request the Chief Wildlife Warden for a comprehensive report on the violations and take
action to cancel the ownership certificates and registration of the elephants belonging to errant
owners. In the case of these two elephants it was also observed that the Devaswom Board did not
have all the required documentation regarding the ownership, transfer documents etc for keeping
the custody of elephants.
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Welfare Violations in Elephant Keeping
1. Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960
Section 11(1)(b) of the PCA Act states that, it is cruelty and a punishable offence if any person
“employs in any work or labour or for any purpose any animal which, by reason of its age or
any disease) infirmity, wound, sore or other cause, is unfit to be so employed or, being the
owner, permits any such unfit animal to be employed”;
Ramabhadran has a paralyzed trunk for the last 7 odd years and he was given a clearance by
the attending veterinarians to be paraded for festivals and transported when it is clear that a
paralyzed trunk is a handicap because the animal cannot feed or drink by himself.
2. Section 11(1) (f) of PCA Act 1960 states that it is cruelty if any person “keeps for an
unreasonable time any animal chained or tethered upon an unreasonably short or
unreasonably heavy chain or cord”. Section 11(1)(h) states that it is a punishable offence if
any persons “being the owner of (any animal) fails to provide such animal with sufficient food,
drink or shelter”
As per ‘Guidelines for Care and Management of Captive Elephants’ issued by Project
Elephant Division of MOEF & CCin 2008 - “keeping for unreasonable time, an elephant
chained or tethered upon an unreasonable short or unreasonably heavy chain or cord” is
tantamount to cruelty to elephants and is prohibited. As outlined by Tamil Nadu’s Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests in a Circular, “The elephant should not be tethered with chain and
hobbles on 2 or 3 legs simultaneously which will cause arthritis problem to the elephant”.
2. CZA’s guidelines for upkeep of elephants in zoos states that “No chaining at the first instance,
if required the elephants should be kept tied only in one leg with chain/ rope covered by
leather tubes, the legs for tying may be changed alternately.” Tethering an elephant by more
than one leg appears to violate the guidelines.
As per the Indian government’s guidelines of captive-elephant management, “The elephant
should not be tethered with chain and hobbles on 2 or 3 legs simultaneously which will cause
arthritis problem to the elephant”.
In all these cases, accessibility to water was controlled by the mahouts, and was not freely
available to the elephant.
3. The Kerala Captive Elephant (Management &Maintenance) Rules 2012 –
Rule 2 ; Sub-Rule (2) states “Each elephant must be ensured a minimum floor area as specified

below:- (iii) Adult elephant (height above 2.25m) and cow elephant with unweaned calf – 9m x
6m” –
The floor space provided for Lakshmi was less than the specified area by at least 40%.

Rule 2; Sub-Rule (3) states “In the case of covered sheds, the height of the structure shall not be
less than 5.5m;”

It was observed that shed provided for Lakshmi did not meet the height standards.
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Rule 2; Sub-Rule (4) states that “Corrugated iron sheets or asbestos when used for roofing of

elephant stables shall be covered with cooling materials like gunny bags, grass, cadjan leaves etc.”
Both sheds – for Ramabhadran & Lakshmi and furthermore the sheds provided for other elephants
in both locations do not have the said covering for cooling put over the corrugated sheets.

Rule 4; Sub Rule (5) states that “If the elephant is found sick, injured, unduly stressed or pregnant,
the mahout shall report the condition to the owner who in turn shall consult a Veterinary doctor
for providing treatment expeditiously.”
In the case of both the elephants, it was observed that the treatment was being administered on
a daily basis by the mahouts and local volunteers; both of who have no veterinary backgrounds
and training. It was also observed that the medicines being administered were from two different
medical systems – Ayurveda and Allopathy, something that practitioners of both systems do not
recommend.

Rule 6 sub-rule (4) states that “The owner or contractor or hirer of the elephant shall provide
sufficient potable drinking water to the elephant, preferably from a river or any other source of
running water.”

It was observed that there was no source of running water, no water troughs or barrels in
both locations that could have provided the animals continuous access to drinking water.
Water was provided periodically through a hose from a borewell. The elephants do not have
access to water when they feel thirsty
Rule 8 Sub rule (2) states that “The risk and damage of property caused by attack of elephants
going amok shall be brought under appropriate Insurance Coverage. Third party insurance
shall also be given to the elephant.”
It was observed that at the time of the inspection, Elephant Ramabhadran did not have a valid
third party insurance. Though the officials had mentioned that an application for renewal was
submitted, no supporting documents were given.
Rule 8 Sub rule (2) states that “Movement register, Disease and vaccine register, Treatment
register, Food Register, & Work Register shall be maintained upto date by the owner and shall
be produced for inspection as and when called for.”
It was observed that Lakshmi did not have any of these records and what was available for
Ramabhadran wasn’t in the prescribed format – especially the treatment register – which
could be easily tampered with. Vaccination register was not available for Ramabhadran.
Rule 12 sub rule (b) states that it is cruelty “employing in any work or labour or for any purpose,
any elephant, which by reason of its age or disease, informity, wound, sore or other cause, if unfit
to be so employed, or being owner permitting any such elephant to be employed;”

Ramabhadran has a paralyzed trunk for the last 7 odd years and he was given a clearance by
the attending veterinarians to be paraded for festivals and transported when it is clear that a
paralyzed trunk is a handicap because the animal cannot feed or drink by itself.
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4. Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972
Only Ramabhadran has the ownership certificate in the name of The Secretary, Thiruvambady
Devaswom Board; Lakshmi did not have an ownership certificate. Source of both animals were
unknown and records of transfer of ownership, No Objection Certificate from CWW of state
of origin, or that of the CWW Kerala were not seen in the file.
The age of both elephants could not be determined, with each document showing a different
age.
It is very clear that there is no application of mind by the CWLWs of the sending State nor of
the receiving State, when permissions to transport an elephant are given. Though the
guidelines are quoted, the authorities turn a blind eye to discrepancies in the documentation
for the elephants entering the state.
Sec. 40 (2) states that “No person shall, after commencement of this Act, acquire, receive,
keep in his control, custody, or possession, sell, offer for sale or otherwise transfer or
transport any animal specified in Schedule I or Part II of Schedule II... except with the previous
permission in writing of the CWW or the authorized officer.”
Section 42 states that the Chief Wildlife Warden should ensure that the owner of the elephant
must have adequate facilities for housing, maintenance and upkeep of the animal so as to be
issued with an ownership certificate or to retain it. ”
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About Thiruvambady Temple
The temple is located 1 km north of the Vadakkunnathan Temple and 800m from Swaraj Round, on
the Shornur Road. It is a ten-minute drive from the Thrissur Railway Station and Bus stand. The
Punkunnam Railway station, is only 250 m from the temple. The temple is managed by the
Thiruvambady Devaswom Board which is also the owner of the Elephants because of which the
elephants carry the prefix of Thiruvambady to their names. The Elephant yard where the elephants
are tethered is about 5 kms away from the temple. The elephants used for the daily routine at the
temple are tethered in the yard adjoining the house of a Shri. Sunder B Menon who is a patron of the
temple and also the chief patron of the Elephant Owner’s Federation.
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Elephant Keeping History at the Thiruvambady Temple
The practice of keeping elephants in this temple began in 1966 with the acquisition of its first
elephant; bought using devotees’ contributions; it was named Govindankutty.
At present, the temple owns 6 elephants, five bulls by names Sivasundar, Chandrasekharan,
Ramabhadran, Unnikrishnan, Arjun & one cow named Lakshmi. These elephants were given to the
temple as humble offerings into the Lord, by devotees Shri. T. A. Sunder Menon, Shri. K. Gopi Warrier,
Shri. R. Jayan, Shri. Narayana Iyer, Shri. K.R.C. Menon and Shri. N.V. Viswanathan respectively.
NOTE: The above details have been obtained from online sources. On enquiry with the official of the
Devaswom Board for details of acquisition of other elephants they declined to show the detailsto this
team. On enquiry about the post mortem reports of earlier elephants of the temple who had died,
this team was informed that they do not possess such files.
The elephant used for the daily routine at the temple arenot tethered at the Board’s Yard but at the
yard adjoining the house of a Shri. Sunder B Menon who is a patron of the temple and also the chief
patron of the Elephant Owner’s Federation. In addition to that, the elephant Thiruvambady
Sivasunder, donated by the same person is also tethered in this yard.

Elephant Deaths
Elephant Thiruvambady Chandrashekaran was attacked by another elephant Thechikottukavu
Ramabhadran in 1999 and succumbed in May 2002 to the injuries thus sustained.
The other elephants are Rajashekaran, Keshavan and Vishnu. No details of the date of death.
Enquiry with some locals threw up another death that of an elephant named Reghuraman in 2009
According to the officials of the Devaswom Board, there are no records of the deaths and the
postmortem reports with the Board.
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Inspection Report
Thiruvambady Ramabhadran
Details of Elephant:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Name: Thiruvambady Ramabhadran
Age: ~55 ( as per the Ownership Certificate)
Reg No: 219/04
Microchip No: 000658B519
Date Acquired: No Records
Source: No Records
NOC Certificate from Origin: No Records
NOC Certificate from Home State: No Records
Records Examined:
o Treatment Register
o Feed Register
o Movement Register
o Work Register
o Ownership papers
o Insurance papers
Notes:
o Discrepancy in age noted – 51 in health certificate issued in May 2015 by Dr.
Giridas, 50 years per the Data book issued in 2007, 17 years per the Microchip
Certificate
o Expiry of Insurance: The insurance had expired as on Jan 12, 2016 and this team
was informed that the application for renewal had been sent in the preceding
week but supporting documents couldn’t be produced. The Devaswom Board
wasn’t in possession of a valid insurance policy at the time of the inspection
o Since the Board professed the lack of other documents regarding the
ownership of the elephant, this team spoke to some locals and animal activists
regarding Ramabhadran and it was reported that he was named Manimala
Bhadran when he was brought in from Kottayam District in Kerala in 1983-84.
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Veterinary Summary
The elephant Ramabhadran was observed to be in pain, distress and in an extremely poor condition
marked by trunk paralysis which is irreversible. The elephant is unable to take food and water his own
due to paralysis of the trunk. The large, multiple chronic wounds on the body, some of which are
gangrenous is indicative of the suffering that the elephant is going through and also the lack of basic
veterinary care, poor upkeep and management. The elephant exhibits extremely poor body condition
manifested by emaciation, progressive weight loss and anorexia. Based on the health assessment the
inspection team concludes that the prognosis of the clinical condition is very poor. Moreover to
prevent further deterioration of his health and continued suffering, euthanasia of the elephant is
highly recommended as per the guidelines issued by MOEF & CC. Therefore, the inspection team
strongly recommends that the AWBI must request Chief wild life warden, Kerala to immediately
constitute a panel of veterinary experts for taking a decision regarding euthanasia of the said elephant
and act as per the guidelines of the MOEF & CC.

Detailed Veterinary Observations
Behavioural Observations
On observation for about ten minutes from a distance it was seen that Elephant Ramabahdran was
not able to lift and/ or move his trunk up, down or sideways. During this period he did not make any
attempt to do so either. Ear flapping which is a frequent practice in elephants for thermoregulation
was found to be dismally low in his case, having flapped his ears about 3-4 times during this 10 minute
period. In spite of the floor being made of mud, he was not seen trying to dust himself. Thus it was
observed that normal behaviour of elephants – swinging of trunk, ear flapping, dusting, shifting of
weight from leg to leg was completely absent in Ramabhadran. He was showing signs of pain and
appeared to be in great discomfort.
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Image R1: Ramabhadran’s trunk and ears- No Movement

Physical health
The Body Condition
The body score at the time of inspection was 5 (Asian Elephant Body Condition Score Index, 11+
being very good condition, and 0- 5 being emaciated condition)) The assessment of the body condition
showed:
• that the temporal depression was completely visible and deeply concaved from all sides;
• frontal ridge forms a crater-like rim around the temporal depression.
• Spinous process of scapula was pronounced
• blade line with the acromial process appearing as a knot.
• Many of ribs were strongly visible and demarcated with pronounced inter costal depressions
• lumbar vertebrae were also visible as a ridge,
• there was depression just in front of pelvis,
• sternum was easily palpable
• individual joints in the tail were palpable and seen without any musculature.
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These are all indicators that the elephant body condition was extremely poor and emaciated.
Emaciated body condition clearly indicates that the elephant is not able to consume the required
amount of feed due to trunk paralysis. The elephant suffering was marked by severe pain, distress
and discomfort due to large untreated wounds visible at the left elbow joint, stifle joint and left hip
region. Moreover, the left foot was seen without the nail and having extreme foot rot. What this
highlights is the chronic suffering of the elephant and negligence on part the owner and mahouts.

Image R2: Emaciated body- low body condition

Image 3: Temporal depression

Image 4: Deeply concave
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Image 5: Scapular spine prominent

Image 6: Depression immediate to flank

Image 7: Prominent Lumbar vertebrae

Image 8: no musculature in tail

Paralysed trunk
Ramabhadran’s Trunk is completely paralysed. On observation, it was found that he could not lift his
trunk for feeding, drinking water, dusting and to express other natural behaviours. The trunk swinging
which is integral part of normal behaviour was completely absent. Trunk was seen always on ground
during the inspection. The mahout demonstrated that they have to lift the trunk of the elephant with
their hand so that the elephant could rest the trunk on the tusk. The muscle atrophy of the trunk was
one another clear indication that the trunk was paralysed.
According to the supervisor, the cause of this paralysis was attributed to his trunk getting jammed in
the door of a truck causing severe damage& trauma. The issue was compounded by the fact that the
initial treatment for many years was for muscular injury and not the nerve injury which deteriorated
over time and led to complete paralysis.
The treatment records maintained by the temple reconfirm trunk paralysis. The attending
Veterinarian had been treating his trunk for a extended period of time without any visible signs of
recovery. The treatment register maintained is not in the prescribed format and there was no
vaccination register.
It has to be noted that he has been paraded at festivals in spite of being handicapped and physically
unfit, which is an apparent violation of all laws, rules and guidelines.
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Image 9: Paralysed trunk- Atrophied muscles
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Image 10: Trunk always seen rested on ground

Image 11-12: Treatment of trunk by veterinarian in 2013
Wounds on all over the body
Many large deep wounds on both the flanks, left side of elbow, stifle joint, both forelegs etc were
observed. All wounds had dead tissues in them along with thick coagulated pus which shows how
chronic the wounds are and is also indicates of lack of appropriate veterinary treatment and care. The
denial of proper veterinary treatment and the acute lackadaisical approach bordering on negligence
on the part of the owner as well as the care takers has resulted in the current terrible health condition
of the elephant.
The untreated painful wound on left hip of the elephant is approximately one foot long and one
foot deep. Similarly, Wound on right side is about half a foot long and half a foot deep. Thick pus
was seen oozing out from all the wounds indicating advanced stages of infection.
On speaking with the mahouts and supervisor it was found that they are using magnesium sulphate
paste for last 15 -20 days to treat the wound. Though Magnesium sulphate is a good agent for cleaning
and debridement, it causes delay in wound healing. Prior to shifting to this practice, they were using
a concoction brewed by the attending veterinarian who confirmed the following ingredients on the
phone: Zinc oxide, Boric acid, Alum, Penicillin powder, Negasunt (Coumaphos, propoxus and
Sulphanilamide) powder & Raw turmeric powder
The correct SOP with regard to use of Magnesium sulphate is to use it for 2-3 days for debridement
and should then be followed up with cleaning using an antiseptic agent. In this case they are using it
continuously without appropriate prescription and expert advice and guidance. The inspection team
was told that the mahouts use scissors to cut the edges of the wounds without using any
- 18 -

painkiller/sedation which is extremely cruel and painful, and given the large size of the wounds
where nerve endings are often exposed would cause the animal intense and extreme pain when
touched, cut or rubbed. Moreover management of such a complicated wound is supposed to be done
by a qualified veterinarian, but unfortunately is being done by the mahouts and some locals
volunteers who have no veterinary training or background .

Image 13: Untretaed Wound on left hip- dead tissues-

Image 14: Deep Wound on left hip- full palm went inside
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Image 15: large wound on left hip- After cleaning and debridement

Image 16: Wound on right hip- Thick pus was oozing out
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Image 17: Abscess on left hip near to big wound

Image 18: Deep wounds on left Elbow- Dead tissue can be seen
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Image 19: Wounds on left elbow—too deep

Image 20: Wound on left stifle- dead tissue
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Image 21: Protruding flesh on right foreleg- just above foot

Image 22: Large size wound over right feet(necrosis wound)- Pus was oozing- no nails
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Image 23: No nail- only pus- inner mass is exposed- left foot

Image 24: No nail- only pus (Necrosis)- inner mass is exposed- left foot- swelling of foot
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As per information received from mahouts- these large sized wounds on the feet were due to cryo
treatment. The veterinarian has apparently stopped the treatment about two months back. A Liquid
nitrogen tank and filing tools were observed in the storage room.
Hyperkeratosis (thickening) of the skin at the carpal, metacarpal, tarsal and metatarsal region
observed likely due to constant chaining.

Image 25: Hyper keratinisation of skin due to constant chaining
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Feet and Nails:
Foreleg nails were over grown, abscess and foot rot were observed and inter-digital spaces had
cutaneous growth. Horizontal and vertical cracks were seen over nails and even no nails were
observed at some part of toe. Foot pad was thin, smooth due to continuous tethering on hard floor..
Due to severe pain the elephant is not able to rest his weight on his limbs. Pus was oozing out from
foot rot.

Image 26: Pus was oozing out from foot rot- right forefoot

Image 27: Left hind foot- Vertical and Horizontal cracks
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Image 28: deep vertical crack- Right hind foot- completely damaged

Image 29: Over grown nail- cuticle growth- pus was oozing out from inter digital space
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Image 30: Cuticle growth

Image 31- Foot rot- right forefoot
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Image 32: Flat, thin, non spongy foot pad- constant chaining- no exercise

Image 33: No nail in left forefoot- only pus was oozing- inner mass visible
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No ear flappingRamabhadran was not demonstrating ear flapping which is the most common and natural behaviour
in elephants for thermoregulation. This could be an indicator of a problem with the auditory nerves.
It is likely that the nerves have been damaged due to physical trauma..

Image 34: Relaxed ears- no movement
Hyper keratinzation of trunk-Trunk is hyper keratinised

Image 34: Keratinization of trunk
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Vital parameters- on auscultation of heart it was found that heart rate was 60 per minutes which is
just double to normal rate and pulse rate was 48 per minute which is also one and half times the
normal rate which indicates that the animal is in severe pain.
Mucus membrane was observed and was found to be not a healthy pink colour.
Rectal temperature was 100 degree F.
Vital parameters indicate that Ramabhadran is in extreme pain and anaemic.

Image 36- Mucus membrane colour- no healthy pink
Housing: Ramabhadran was housed in appropriate size of shed with soft floor. The roof of shed was
made up of corrugated sheets or asbestos sheets with sufficient shade but with no prescribed cooling
material on top.
There was no source for drinking water or a water trough in the shelter. Water is drawn from the pipe
by means of a hose which is directly put into the elephant’s mouth. The access to the food and water
was denied as the elephant was tethered with short ropes. Though he was not chained when the
team was there, heavy chains were observed on two mushroom stumps in the front and rear of the
tethering site, which would not afford any much movement to the elephant when chained. On
enquiry it was informed that he is chained by one hind limb and the opposing fore limb the whole
day, except during the bathing time.
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Image 35: Water Point- Water tap- the only source of water

Other observations
Bull hook and stick were used by the mahouts for controlling Ramabhadran. The Mahouts hid the bull
hooks when this team tried to take pictures of the bull hook.

Image 37: Bull hook was hidden by mahoutsat side of shed
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Undigested faeces- Ramabhadran was passing completely indigested faeces with malformed boli.
Long undigested fibres were observed, indicating indigestion.

Image 38: Undigested faeces
Foot bath- they are using a footbath concocted by the attending veterinarian comprising Boric acid,
Spirit, Crystal violet, Acetone, Phenol, Resorcinol and water.
It has to be noted that direct application of Phenol and Acetone are not recommended as they are
irritants and application of Resorcinol on open wounds is not recommended as it will get absorbed
and will cause issues with the haemoglobin in blood.

Image 39: Foot bath solution
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Feeding
He was fed only palm leaves till the 2nd of January 2016. They changed the diet from the 3rd of Jan
2016 to :
• Morning Feed: 4 Kg Rice & Supplements
• Noon: 2 Kg Green Gram &Poha, 2 KG dates and ½ KG Ghee
• Evening: 4KG rice mixed with 5 L of Milk
• In addition to the above 20 palm leaf bundles and about 60-80 kgs of grass.
The official present didn’t mention it, but the treatment Register showed that he was being fed 10
chicken eggs per day as well.
This team is highly suspicious about how the elephant is ingesting the green feed (Palm leaves and
grass) since he cannot feed himself and has reasonable doubt that the caretakers will feed him by
hand.
Work Schedule
He was last paraded in 2015 May in Irinjalakuda, in Thrissur District and has been home bound since
then.
Mahouts
The regular mahout who had been with him for the last decade or so quit owing to health issues
(Cancer of the Stomach)
The new mahout is a person with 10 yrs experience and had spent about 1 ½ years with this
elephant in the past. After rejoining he is now with the elephant for last one week (at the time of
inspection). The Cawady is a person with 40 odd years of experience and was with this elephant in
the past. At the time of the inspection, he had been there for the last 2 days only.
The reason for the departure of the last cawady wasn’t given.
NOTE: Both the Mahout and Cawady have hearing loss issues!
Two vertical gouges were noticed on his left temple which this team suspects to have been caused
by the bull hook. Explanation given was that these were pressure wounds

Image 40 A: Suspected bull hook wounds
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Records
The following records were scrutinised during inspection (Refer Annexures)
• Ownership certificate
• Microchip installation certificate
• Kerala forests & wildlife department data book of captive elephant certificate
Note- All three records recorded different ages for Ramabhadran - ownership certificate has
shown the age of the elephant as 44 years (making him 55 right now) , while microchip installation
certificate shows age 17 years and Kerala forests & wildlife department data book of captive
elephant certificate shows the elephant age as 50 years. Hence, the records were proving to be
unreliable and possibly false, revealing the discrepancies in Ramabhadran’s age.
•

Insurance certificate- insurance certificate was expired on January 11th, 2016.

•

Treatment data register- it is not maintained properly and as per prescribed format by Kerala
captive elephants (management & maintenance) rule 2012.

Image 40: Treatment register- not maintaining in prescribed format
•

Feed register- Maintained on a monthly basis, not daily as is expected to be done.

•

Work register- maintained- now no work (annexure-6)

•

Vaccination record- The vaccination record has not been maintained, On discussion with their
consultant vet, the inspectors have been informed that the Veterinarian is following
vaccination schedule for Kerala for captive elephants, but they do not maintain records.

•

The temple authorities have failed to show any NOC from Kerala forest department.

General Observation: All the registers (except the treatment register) gave the impression that it
had been filled in very recently, prior to the inspection
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Laboratory findings- As per laboratory findings, Ramabhadran has 6.8 gm% haemoglobin (normal
range 11-15 gm %) which indicates that he is severely anaemic as his body is not responding to any
treatment and his hematopoietic system is not working well. It is shocking that with such a low count,
the blood report from the Government Veterinary College certified the animal to be healthy.
Additional Observations
The following pictures were grabbed from the footage shot by Ms. Sangita Iyer, a film maker who
had filmed Ramabhadran in May 2014. These are grabs from the video that can be seen on
http://www.godsinshackles.com&
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/gods-in-shackles-a-film-to-end-elephant-slavery#/

Time Code: 00:05:36

Time Code: 00:05:42
Both these pictures show a small amount of mobility in his trunk, which today is completely
paralyzed and hangs immobile.
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Time Code: 00:06:32
The wound on his right flank is almost superficial as opposed to the deep 5-6 inch wide wound that
it is today.

Time Code: 00:06:03
The foot shows bad foot care with overgrown nails & cuticles, however there were no visible
wounds as seen now.
A quick comparison of these pictures from 2014 with those taken during this inspection can only
throw the conclusion that Ramabhadran’s health deteriorated to the current status only because of
negligence, lack of proper facilities and total absence of constant, proper and scientific veterinary
care.
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Interpretation
Physical suffering- Ramabhadran is suffering from deep, large size multiple abscesses and wounds all
over the body especially at pressure points. These wound are not being managed and taken care of
properly. On examination, thick pus was seen oozing out from all wounds, dead tissues were present
at the edges of all wounds. These wounds are treated or dressed by mahouts and not by qualified
veterinarian and they were using hydrogen peroxide to rub on wound continuously with coconut
shell. Ideally a veterinarian should be called on a daily basis and wound should be dressed only after
using sedation and analgesia. These wounds are extremely painful due to exposure of nerve endings
resulting in severe discomfort
There is a big abscess wound on the feet, the left foot has a missing nail, foot rot and pus was also
oozing out from an opening in the foot. All nails have horizontal and vertical cracks. Due to these
conditions the animal is in severe pain.
The auscultation of heart and examination of pulse rate showed heart rate is just double of normal
and pulse one and a half times more than normal which is an indicator of extreme pain and distress.
Animal is emaciated and anaemic, mucus membrane colour is not healthy pink.
Mental suffering
Ramabhadran has a paralyased trunk for many years and he cannot display normal behaviour, cannot
lift, eat food or drink water on his own. He had been not dusting for many years even though he is
housed on a soft floor. Moreover he has a problem in thermoregulation - ear flapping is the only
means for thermoregulation in elephants as they do not have sweat gland in his body except at
coronet.
Records
Records are suspect as there are discrepancies of age in all documents, non availability of past
ownership and no NOC from CWW of Kerala and State of Origin. Treatment records are not
maintained in a proper format and is open for tampering. Feed Register is filled periodically and not
daily.
Health and safety concerns
He has never been tested for any infectious and zoonotic diseases like TB etc and has been sent to
festivals from where he might have contracted a disease. It can be confirmed only after appropriate
tests are done. This too is an apparent violation of the rules.
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Thiruvambady Lakshmi
Details of Elephant:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Name: Thiruvambady Lakshmi
Age: ~53 (per the data book)
Reg No: 219/04
Microchip No: 000647C9D7
Date Acquired: No Records
Source: No Records
NOC Certificate from Origin: No Records
NOC Certificate from Home State: No Records
Records Examined:
o Treatment Register: No Records
o Feed Register: No Records
o Movement Register: No Records
o Work Register: No Records
o Ownership papers: No Ownership Certificate, only Data Book and Microchip
Certificate
o Insurance papers
Notes:
o Discrepancy in age noted –48 years per the Data book issued in 2007, 45 years
per the Microchip Certificate
o Since the Board professed the lack of other documents regarding the
ownership of the elephant

Veterinary Summary
The Elephant Lakshmi does not have vision in the left eye due to cataract and she is in distress.
Moreover she is suffering from psychological illness displaying extreme stereotypic behaviour such
as continuous head bobbing, swaying when she is not busy with feed and water. Therefore this team
highly recommends that AWBI must direct Chief wildlife warden of Kerala to rehabilitate her in a
forest elephant rehabilitation centre where she can receive proximity to natural environment, get
opportunity to walk, bathe in water bodies and interact with other elephants. This is warranted in the
absence of many of the legally required paperwork regarding her antecedents and ownership and
imperative for her physical and psychological health.
Detailed Veterinary Observations:
Behavioural Observations:
On observation from a distance, the elephant Lakshmi was showing signs of severe stereotypic
behaviour such as head-bobbing, swaying and weaving. This behaviour is considered as an indication
of severe psychological illness, a condition in captive elephants arising from forcing them to live
unnatural lives without regular, normal, uncontrolled interaction with other elephants, lack of
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activities that keep them engrossed, mental distress and severe frustration due to constant and
continuous chaining. The lack of exercise and lack of ability to display natural behaviour are some of
the other reasons.

Image 1: Lakshmi doing head bobbing and swaying movement while standing
The Scientific article ‘Prevalence of stereotypes and its possible causes among captive Asian elephants
(Elephas maximus) in Tamil Nadu, India’ published in Journal of Applied Animal Behaviour Science by
Vanitha Varadharajan (2015) endorsed this fact. This was the first time such a study was conducted
in a range country and examined the prevalence of stereotypes and its possible causes among 144
captive Asian elephants managed under three captive systems—Private, Hindu Temple and Forest
Department—in southern India. The number of elephants with stereotypes was the highest in temple
system (49%) followed by private (25%) and the lowest in the forest department (7%). It is argued
that deprivation of association with maternal relatives and isolation from conspecifics result in the
appearance of stereotypic behaviour among elephants in captivity, with younger individuals being
more susceptible, perhaps the most active phase of their life being confined by chaining.
Physical health
The body condition:
The body condition score at the time of inspection was 12 +, per Asian Elephant Body Condition Index
- a body condition score of 10+ is considered as ‘fat’ which is indicative of an unbalanced diet with
high carbohydrate intake, lack of exercise and poor health. Obesity can lead to irreversible joint
problems and foot diseases. Elephant Lakshmi was hinted as being pregnant, but there had been no
tests or examination to confirm the same. Her belly appearance seemed to resemble that of a
pregnant animal.
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The attending veterinarian, when spoken to over the phone refused to confirm the pregnancy but
confirmed that she was being fed supplements required by a pregnant animal
Mahouts declined from getting her lie down on the ground for a recumbent examination which also
gave rise to the suspicion of pregnancy.
Note: During the 2 hours of inspection it was observed that she hadn’t passed any urine or even a
single bolus of dung

Image 2: Body condition of Lakshmi
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Image 3: Belly appearance at right side

Image 4: Belly appearance –left side
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Cataract in left eye- The left eye was observed to have cataract (cataract is a clouding of the lens in
the eye leading to a decrease in vision) &continuous discharge (Epiphora) from eye. She wasn’t
allowing the opening the eye due to photophobia and pain. It also observed that eye ball was sunken.

Image 5: Cataract with epiphora-left eye

Image 6: Photophobia with epiphora-left eye
Excessive eye discharge from right side eyeExcessive eye discharge was also observed from right side of eye.
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Image 7: Epiphora (excessive eye discharge)- right eye
Swelling over right & left side
lateral to lateral canthus of eyes- there are hard swellings which are not inflammatory, might be a
result of lying down on hard floors

Image 8: Swelling over left side
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Image 9: swelling over right side
Medicines Used
The last inspection conducted by an AWBI authorized team in June, 2015 had revealed that they were
using a ayurvedic concoction again brewed by the doctor containing unconfirmed ingredients.
Currently Per the instructions given by the attending veterinarian the following medicines are being
used thrice daily with 15 minute intervals between each administration
• Pendristrin SH
• Milliflox
• Merbromin
The afore mentioned team had in June 2015 recommended that the elephant be shifted under the
care of the more experienced veterinarians of the Government Veterinary & Animal Science
University, Mannuthy, Thrissur. The advice was not heeded to and she continued to receive the
treatment at the hands of her caretakers only. The drops are administered by the Mahouts, who
are untrained in veterinary matters and without gloves or the mandatory sanitary precautions
It was also verbally confirmed by the mahout that Lakshmi was being fed “Aja Maamsa Rasayanam”,
an Ayurvedic brew prepared from goat meat. The practice of administering non-vegetarian
preparations for an herbivore is questionable and needs to be put a stop to. The veterinarian in this
team Dr. Chittora also pointed out the alarming practice of administering both allopathic and
Ayurvedic medicines at the same time which is not recommended by practitioners of both systems
due to the inherent dangers involved.
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Feet and Nails:
Nails were over grown on both forelegs, skin over nails are cracked which indicates that no proper
foot care was being given. All foot pads were thin, smooth due to continuous tethering at one place,
not providing any exercise.

Image 10: Over grown nails and cracks over nail in skin (forefeet)

Image 11: Thin and smooth foot pad
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Housing:
Lakshmi was housed in a shed of inappropriate size 15 x 20 feet which is not as per Kerala Captive
elephants (Management and Maintenance) Rules, 2012. She was always tethered from the foreleg to
a pole in the front and by a hind leg to a pole at rear of the shed with a short chain. Faeces, and feed
waste (waste of palm leaves & grass) are not removed in a timely manner and were dumped at the
same place as where she lives under the shed. She was observed to be standing in her own waste.
The Palm leaf waste was being used a sort of bedding. The waste was not cleaned regularly – making
it a fertile breeding ground for pests and vermin including mice and rats.
The roof of shed was made up of asbestos sheet with sufficient shade but without the prescribed
cooling materials. There was no water trough and she was given water thrice a day from a water hose.
Free access to the food and water was denied as the elephant was tethered with short ropes

Image 12: She is forcibly to stand in her feed waste
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Image 13: Left hind leg is tied with pole with short length of chain

Image 14: Faeces are dumped near elephant- tied with short length of chain
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Image 15: Lakshmi housed in inappropriate size of shed area

Image 16: water was offered with house pipe- not accessible for 24 hours
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Feeding
She was fed only palm leaves and water was given thrice a day using a hose. Details of the additional
feed and supplements were not provided and no feed register was maintained.
Work Schedule
She had a work schedule of being taken to the Thiruvambady temple twice a day for the rituals daily
and has been discontinued for the last one month – presumably because of the suspected pregnancy.
Records
The following records were scrutinised during inspection at Dewasvom office
• Microchip installation certificate
• Kerala forests & wildlife department data book for captive elephant
• Insurance certificate
• Note: The temple authorities have failed to produce ownership certificate which is mandatory
as per Section 42 of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 so as to keep custody of an elephant.. They
also have failed to produce an NOC from Kerala forest department which was a requirement
when the elephant was brought from another State.
• Other than above mentioned certificate- they do not maintain any other records for Lakshmi
like movement register, feed register, vaccination register, and treatment register which are
mandatory as per law.

Interpretation
Physical suffering
Lakshmi is suffering from cataract in the left eye which resulted in very low or no vision. There is a
continuous and excessive discharge from the eye which is due to inflammation of third eye lid causing
discomfort and pain. As per the mahouts, Lakshmi was used in festivals till about a month back. As
Lakshmi can be classified as a handicapped animal, this was in gross violation of animal protection
laws.
The foot pads on all four feet are thin, and coupled with the over grown nails of forefeet they cause
considerable discomfort to her.
Mental Suffering
The stereotypic behaviour such as head-bobbing, swaying and weaving is an indication of mental
stress and boredom. This behaviour is seen only in captive elephants forced to live unnatural lives
without regular, normal, interaction with other elephants, lack of activities that keep them engrossed,
mental distress and severe frustration due to constant and continuous chaining, lack of exercise and
ability to display natural behaviour. For the same above mentioned reason, the Central Zoo Authority
of India, vide a circular 7 November 2009 banned the keeping of elephants in zoos across India.
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Housing
Lakshmi is housed in shed with an area that is much less than the prescribed area. She is tethered
with a very short length of chain on both forelegs and one hind leg which restricts her movement and
prevents her from getting any exercise. Floor area of shed is dumped with waste of palm leaves as
well as her faeces increasing the chances of contracting infectious diseases.
Records
From the examination of whatever little records the Devaswom board had in hand, it was found that
they do not have an Ownership Certificate and an NOC from Kerala CWLW in apparent violation of
WPA, 1972
Another major lapse is that Thiruvambadi Devaswom is not maintaining other registers as mandated
in the Rules and Guidelines such as feeding register, movement register, treatment register,
vaccination records etc
Health and safety concerns
Lakshmi was never examined for any infectious and zoonotic diseases like TB etc and given her daily
participation in rituals she is in the high risk category for contracting these diseases.
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Other Elephants Observed
Elephant Thiruvambady Unnikrishnan
Elephant Unnikrishnan was tethered in the Ambalapuram yard where Elephant Ramabhadran was
tethered.
A quick observation revealed
1) An open wound along with a missing nail on the right fore foot
2) Cracks on the nails of the left forefoot which could develop into similar wounds
3) Wounds and ulcers all over the body with black paste rubbed into them to disguise it.
4) Hard and almost smooth footpads
5) Swollen temporal glands indicating onset of musth
6) Tail devoid of hair
7) Bull hook wielding Mahout.

Left Lateral. Note the bull hook in the hand of the mahout.
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open wound on right elbow and black paste rubbed into a wound below the shoulder

missing nail with an open wound on right forefoot
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Deep cracks on nails in the left forelimb

Tail devoid of hair. Explanation given is that it falls off.
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above & Below - Wounds camouflaged with black paste
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These are photographs taken of Unnikrishnan in May 2014. A quick perusal of these photogarphs
show how Unnikrishnan’s condition has deteriorated over time, again unmistakably due to
negligence and lack of proper care and veterinary attendance.

An open wound on his cheek which on the day of the inspection was packed with black paste.

The wound on his right fore foot back in May 2014 which has become a gaping open wound by 2016
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Elephant Thiruvambady Arjunan
Lakshmi was tethered in the yard adjoining a temple patron’s house. Other elephants of the temple
Thiruvambady Arjunan & Sivasunder was also tethered there along with Adiyatu Ayyappan
belonging to this patron

Note the short chains, no shelter and shad e , and the long pole
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Note the torn ear and the chain scars

Dung wasn’t cleared during the 2 hours the team was there.
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Elephant Thiruvambady ShivaSunder

High shed withshower. Notice the waste being dumped a couple of yards away only and the
elephant standing in his own dung and urine.

Unhealed wounds on the rear of the right hind limb partially camouflaged with black paste.
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Old scars and note the bad condition of nails possibly arising from standing in his excrement and
from bad foot care.

- 60 -

Elephant Adiyattu Ayyappan
Elephant Ayyappan doesn’t belong to the Devaswom board. The team could not ignore the severe
stereotyping and the short chains.

The Sticks and bullhooks in the corner of the yard

Housed under a temporary shelter (Green Shade mesh tied to trees)which didn’t provide any
protection from the elements. Note the short chains or hobble chains on his forelimbs
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A small would – possibly caused by the pointed end of the bull hook.
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ANNEXURES
Annexure I (Evaluation Sheets)
Elephant Thiruvambady Ramabhadran
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Elephant Thiruvambady Lakshmi
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Annexure II Body Condition Index Evaluation Sheets
Elephant Ramabhadran
Score of 4; which is Emaciated
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Elephant Lakshmi
Score of 12; which is Obese
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Annexure III Euthanasia Guidelines issued by MoEF & CC
Guidelines for euthanasia in elephants issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate
Change. http://www.moef.nic.in/sites/default/files/NEWGUIDELINES.pdf
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Annexure IV (Authorization from the AWBI for the Inspection Team)
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Annexure V Blood work for Ramabhadran
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Reference Values as prescribed by the CZA
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Annexure VI (Elephant Ramabhadran – Documents)
Last Health Certificate issued to Ramabhadran
Please note that the Government Vet, Dr. Giridas certifying that there is nothing wrong with the
trunk in May 2015, when his trunk has been paralysed for the last so many years and that he has no
injuries and diseases.
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Databook
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Ownership Certificate
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Microchip Certificate
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Insurance certificate

Expired
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Registers
Movement Register
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Movement Register
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Work Register
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Feeding Register
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Diet changed on 3rd Jan on the recommendation of the Forest Department
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Treatment Register – Sample
Maintained in a haphazard amateur manner and not in the prescribed format.

Eggs are being fed to a herbivore as a part of the diet
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Annexure VIi (Elephant Lakshmi – Documents)
Databook
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Microchip Certificate
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Insurance Policy
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Annexure VIII Budgetary Allocation Made by the Devaswom Board for the care of elephants
in the year 2016-17
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Annexure VIII News report of Ramabhadran’s condition

Jan 5th 2016, Kochi Edition of Times of India
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvananthapuram/Thiruvambady-devaswom-blind-toBhadrans-sore-misery/articleshow/50447906.cms
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